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Snow inside, striking lights, theatrical prog
rock — Trans-Siberian Orchestra at Pinnacle
Bank Arena

By L. KENT WOLGAMOTT / Lincoln Journal Star Nov 15,2013 % (0)
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With the roar of six-string power chords of guitarist Al Pitrelli (right) and the siren song of violinist Asha Mevlana, the Trans-Siberian
Orchestra hits the stage amidst a spectacle of luminance and verve on Thursday at the Pinnacle Bank Arena.
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Some observations from Section 51 Row LL Seat 5 at the Trans-
Siberian Orchestra concert Thursday at Pinnacle Bank Arena:

* | got snowed on — inside. That's what you get when you're 12
rows from the stage at a TSO show. They make it snow, the
perfect way to start the rock opera “The Lost Christmas Eve.” And
a few minutes later, heat from the flames that popped up and
shot across the stage guaranteed that every snowflake melted.

* The snow and pyro were just small parts of the spectacular TSO
show, which utilized every type of light, from moving head spots
to lasers, to maximum effect. The lighting designs never
repeated, strikingly framed the performers and made the stage
visually explode. Nearly as impressive, the “building" at the back
of the stage was transformed from blues club to toy store to
hospital during the performance of the rock opera, then saw
monsters and tigers projected on it during the show'’s final hour.
This would have been nirvana at an LSD-drenched 1968 concert.
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* The 2% hour show had two parts. The first 95 minutes was “The
Lost Christmas Eve,” the rock opera told through the narration of
storyteller Phillip Brandon and songs that carried the tale of a
millionaire who finds his abandoned son on Christmas Eve. The
millionaire’s songs — “What Is Christmas?” and “Back to Reason
Part II” — were evocatively sung by John Brink while Chloe Lowery
stole the show with her solos, particularly a stunning “For the
Sake of Our Brother/O Come All Ye Faithful.”

* The band, led by Al Petrelli, TSO’'s music director and lead
guitarist, was impressive in delivering oft-thunderous, sometimes
ponderous, highly theatrical prog rock. That was particularly true
during the show's final hour in which TSO played a selection of
songs from its catalog and saw keyboardists Jane Mangini and
Vitalij Kuprij dueling on pianos.
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* Before the piano duel, the TSO crew “turned on everything at
once” to use Petrelli's words, cranking up the lights, the flames
and sending guitarist Angus Clark and violinist Asha Mevlana high
above the crowd on cranelike platforms. Mevlana also anchored
the string section, which was made up of seven Lincolnites. It had
to be a thrill and a challenge for them to play heavy metal
Beethoven with fireballs.
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* Sitting up close, the TSO show was a full-on sensory assault
nearly from start to finish. It couldn’t have been more intense and

engaging.

* Just more than 7,100 people attended Thursday’s concert.
That's far from a sellout. But it is the size of the audience that was
expected for TSO. Judging by the conversations overheard on the
way out of the arena, those who came were more than satisfied
and most seemed to have shouted their assent when Petrelli
asked if TSO, which was making its first Lincoln appearance
Thursday, should return next year.

Reach L. Kent Wolgamott at 402-473-7244 or kwolgamott@journalstar.com, or
follow him @L/SWolgamott.
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